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The introduction to this fine series asks the same question that many students ask: Why do we have

to learn about history? Itï¿½s even honest when it says that most young people arenï¿½t satisfied

with the usual answer about learning lessons from the past. A more engaging idea is that history is

about stories, and here the series shines as it provides contemporaneous writing as well as work by

scholars that offer plenty of dramaï¿½and lots of facts, too. In Aztec Civilization, Nardo gives a

complete look at this impressive society, with special attention to its beginning, and, of course, its

ignoble fall. The role of women is especially interesting. The series provides a solid time line, plenty

of photographs, sourced quotes, and a list of books and websites for further investigation. Excellent

for reports and research. Grades 6-9. --Ilene Cooper
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